




Box - Dawn Wright:
Job: Geosciences professor at Oregon 
State University

Age: 46

Education: Bachelor’s degree in 
geology, Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill., 
1983; master’s in oceanography, Texas 
A&M University, 1986; Ph.D., physical 
geography and marine geology, UC-Santa 
Barbara, 1994

Family: Single. Her dog, Lydia, comes to 
work with her and is the mascot of the 
geosciences department.

Who inspired her: OSU professors Jane 
Lubchenco, Bob Duncan, Gordon Matzke, 
and Aaron Wolf, who she says are models 
of passion, integrity and caring and have 
great skills in the classroom

For fun: Bike riding, building Lego models, 
watching independent films and cartoons 
such as “Spongebob Squarepants” and 
“Skyland”

Web site: dusk.geo.orst.edu

Quote: “It’s very, very important to 
continue to encourage girls and minority 
students to think about pursuing a career 
in science, because science needs them 
very much. We can’t afford to miss the 
perspectivs and talents that women and 
people of color can bring.”
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