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THE MASTER'’S RESEARCH PAPER

The paper is done under the guidance of the major professor, and will usually proceed
through these three steps:

1. After consultation with the major professor, the student prepares a proposal which
includes a statement of the problem and the research design. (See Appendix C
of the M.S. Graduate Information Handbook for examples.)

2 After obtaining approval of the proposal, the student carries out the research and
prepares a finished draft of a paper. The major professor will provide at least one
critical review of the paper in draft form.

3. The student prepares a final copy of the research paper. This copy will be
awarded a letter grade by the major professor.

There are several points concerning research papers for which firm policy has been
developed and implemented. The purpose of this statement is to reaffirm policy and to
address several points which typically generate questions. Each point is addressed
below.

1. Timing: Oral examinations are scheduled only after two copies (one bound and
one unbound) of the finished paper have been deposited with the department
office. A letter grade is assigned after the copies are deposited with the
department. There is no formal defense of the paper, although committee
members may choose to use the paper as a stimulus for questions. The oral
examination will focus on coursework from the graduate program.

2 Grading: Grading of research papers completed while the student is enrolled in
GEO 501 (Research Paper) will be treated as the grading of any other course. The
major professor will aid and advise the student in design and formulation of the
research problem and provide a critique of the first written draft of the paper. The
student will then rewrite the paper taking into account the suggestions of the major
professor and will then resubmit the paper to the major professor evaluation and
grading. The grade received at this point will stand as the final grade for the
paper. Other committee members are not involved in critiquing or grading the

paper. The grade must be a "C" or better in order to schedule the oral
examination.

3. Credit: There is a maximum of three (3) credit hours to be earned from completion
of the research paper. Students may elect to register for GEO 501 more than
once, although GEO 501 will appear only once in the program filed with the
Graduate School.






