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The diminishing effect of religion in family size and human population with the advent of technology and education 

Interpretation (36 words)
Cultural factors influence family sizes and overall population growth. Religion is one such factor that affects both first and third world countries. However, technology and education is shifting the attitude for individuals, especially women, to take personal responsibility.

Analysis (408 words without citations)
The family structure based on religion has been a source for the human population increase. In third world countries with patriarchal religions, husbands expect wives to produce large families (Heiner, 2006; page 178). Poor families have many children as a means of labor resources to produce food for the family (Heiner, 2006; page 175). A woman’s primary role in the family is to bear children (Heiner, 2006; page 178), and she therefore can be the source of change. 

One way to change the lifestyle for these women is to empower them. Women can take responsibility by gaining an education as a first step to empowerment. Educated women become less dependent on men because they have developed into independent thinkers. Women are able to challenge traditional gender roles, thus, threatening patriarchal societies (Heiner, 2006; page 179). In third world countries, women with some education seek ways of birth control by pills, intrauterine devices, implants, or sterilization, often without the husband’s knowledge (Heiner, 2006; page 176). Although these women are not completely independent, they have taken a crucial step to help maintain population growth. 

An example of religious influence on population increase in first world countries occurs in the United States. Anderson (2004; page 143) describes the United States as “Religious America,” where 80% of Americans believe in God (Anderson, 2004; page 146). Active Catholics in America, for example, fight to oppose contraception, sex education, and family planning assistance, but many Catholics worldwide have rebelled against those Catholics that campaign against women’s reproductive rights (Radford Ruether, 2008; page 184). Thus, religious affiliations still widely exist in first world countries, but church teachings are not strictly followed. 
Education and technology have provided the means for citizens to take responsibility in family planning. Mori (2008; page 51) claims, “It is a positive benefit, because individuals can choose to have only the number of children that they want, and to decide when to have them.” A United Nations study has shown that women who have at least 7 years of education have three fewer children than uneducated women (Heiner, 2006; page 179).

Although opposing birth control ties with Christian teachings, Americans and other nations- practicing Christian or not- with access to birth control technologies now know that there IS a choice, and it is up to the individual to decide what to do for family planning. In third world countries, women are beginning to take initial steps to empowerment, shifting in attitude into taking personal responsibility. Mori (2008; page 51) states it best: "We could say that the 'divine aspect' of reproduction which was left to nature is now transferred to human responsibility, because humans have to make decisions for the future of their offspring."
Evaluation (15 words)
The sources within the analysis speak in general terms with little room for case exceptions.

Inference (23 words)
Availability of education and technology varies between first and third world countries, so solutions to reach out to local communities can be difficult. 
Explanation (33 words)
Population growth from increasing family size is influenced by cultural factors like religion. Individuals, Christian and not, are becoming more responsible with reproductive choices with the advent of technology and availability of education.
Self-Regulation (15 words)
My bias is that I approached this paper already believing in the changing Christian attitude. 
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