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Emerging Global Middle-Class Provides Greater Threat to Sustainability than World’s Elites
Interpretation (47 words)

Although the world’s wealthiest individuals possess the greatest consumption rates, their small numbers make them a lesser threat to sustainability than the emerging middle-class. The increasing size of this economic group is leading to greater consumption rates of goods and meat with devastating impacts on the environment.
Analysis (406 words)

The world’s elites are often viewed as the threat to environmental sustainability due to their patterns of conspicuous consumption. However, the size of this class is relatively small, making their actual impact on sustainability lower than their perceived influence. Data from Capgemini’s World Wealth Report indicate that the world’s millionaire population is approximately 10 million individuals (Capgemini, 2010:page 4), far fewer than the 1.2 billion middle-class citizens predicted to be in existence by 2030 (World Bank, 2006:page XVI). Thanks to globalization, India and China, the two most populous nations on earth, are experiencing a dramatic uptick in economic production. As a result, these two countries are expected to house much of the potential threefold increase of the worldwide middle-class by 2030, with China predicted to contribute 310 million individuals (Bussolo et al., 2011:page 16). While the world’s elite may consume the most per capita, it is the increased rates of consumption of consumer goods and meat by the populous and rapidly expanding middle-class that pose the greatest threat to sustainability.
One hallmark of the transition from the lower to middle-class is an increased consumption of material goods. Across the globe, an increase in income is associated with an elevated rate of consumption, particularly at lower wealth levels (Banerjee and Duflo, 2008:page 5). Such higher consumption rates have been widely documented in the literature as leading to increased CO2 emissions, ecosystem degradation and conversion, and pollution. This indicates that the increased income and the higher consumption rates of nearly a billion individuals stands to have a large effect on the environment. 
In addition to higher rates of consumerism, the emerging middle-class also has a growing appetite for meat. Generally, urban populations have higher meat consumption rates and an increase in gross domestic product is typically tied to a concomitant rise in meat consumption (York, 2004:pages 299-300). The impact of rising meat consumption rates could have severe impacts on sustainability due to the effects of meat production on the environment. Globally, meat production is responsible for 15 to 24% of greenhouse gas emissions (Steinfeld et al., 2006:pages 84-97) and the CO2 impact of 1 kg of beef is roughly equivalent to driving 160 miles in a car that gets 26 miles per gallon (Fiala, 2008; pg. 413). The emerging middle-class is expected to drive meat consumption up 72% by 2030 with an additional 1.9 billion tons of greenhouse gases being emitted to the atmosphere (Fiala, 2008; pg. 413).
Evaluation (24 words)

Analyses done by several of the researchers are reliant on economic and population growth models, which have been shown to be of dubious efficacy. 
Inference (22 words)

Although sustainability in the U.S. is treated as a local issue, the emerging global middle-class plays a significant role.
Explanation (21 words)

The expanding global middle-class is driving increased rates of consumption, which is increasing greenhouse gas emissions and negatively impacting environmental sustainability. 
Self-regulation (18 words)

My bias in favor of sustainable initiatives is a result of my education and familiarity with environmental issues.
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